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According to the Oct. 4 edition of Costa Rican weekly newspaper LIBERTAD REVOLUCIONARIA,
the official paper of the Peoples National Party (PNP), the Reagan administration has built two
military airports in Costa Rica, and is planning to establish a base in that country's territory for
the exclusive use of Nicaraguan contras. LIBERTAD stated that Washington has constructed
two major airstrips in the northern region bordering on Nicaragua. Both facilities, it said, were
built to accommodate Hercules C-130 aircraft. One of the airstrips is located in the remote jungle
region near the Portero beach. Quoting residents of the area, the newspaper added that US army
officers supervised both the construction of the runway and ancillary facilities, including several
barracks and septic tanks. Another airstrip, three kilometers long and 30 meters wide, was recently
"discovered" near El Murcielago military base in the north. US Green Berets, said LIBERTAD,
directed its construction. The Security Ministry has stated that the airstrip was constructed to
facilitate tourism and timber shipping in the area. The PNP newspaper pointed out that while most
tourists would find access to the region extremely difficult, both airstrips and the El Murcielago base
are accessible by sea or highway in military vehicles. Thus, it said, mobilization of troops from the
Panama Canal Zone has been made more efficient.
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